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Power 0 (; 


Overpowering the 


ICREATURE: 


IWhich Power came upon me Villiam 
Britten, the 3 d. day of the 117th. Month, 


(called February) 165 9. not ſuffering me to de- 


part my Chamber, until I had promiſed the Lord to Anſwer a 
Book, which I had then never ſeen, and but once heard of; 
ſet lorth by William Prynne in defence of Tyths, &c. and to 
preſent the Anſwer in Print unto the Governing Power of 
England for the time being. 


But making delayes, and Fran. Spira-like, conſult- 
ing with fleſh and blood, the Lord terriſied me in Conſcience 


for neglect, yet in mercy did ſer me (like Fox4h ) rhe ſecond 
time upon the ſame work. 


— — 


2 Chron. 34. 14. Hilkiah the Prieſt found a Book of the Lam the Lord. 
averſ. 15. Hilkiah delivered the Book to Shapł an. And verſ. 18. Sha» 
Phan read ir before the King. And vert. 30. He read in their ears all the 
ds of che Book of the Covenant. And y.iſ. 32. The Nin cauſed all that 
ve preſent in Jeruſalem and Benjamin to ſtand to it. And vetſ. 33. Jos 
Fk away all che Wenn ons out of all the Countries. And 2 Kings 
$3: 25: Like unto him was there no King before han, that turned t the Lord 
ith all his heart, &c. | 


_ | 


Lo DON, Printed for the Author, 1660, 


£ 
f 


(4 
od, 


1 


Overpowering the 
CREATURE 


According to my engagement unto 
the Lord, who hath led meforth in this 

Work, Lhymbly preſent this A»/wer un- 
to the Governing Power of England, 
which 1 acknowledge to be King 
Charles II. with His Conncil and Par- 
liament. 
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William Jritten. 
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O allow Goſpel Minifters a Mainte 
nance, the Scriptures are clear for it, 
but in what manner, and from whom 
the ſame ſhall ariſe, che Goſpel Law 
can beſt decide the Controverſie. 

| I hall not anſwer each Page of hls 

ol, ſeeing there are ſo many Itteratlons and * 

, A 3 t 


6 fo Goſpel Plea for Tyths, &c. 
tions of things, eſpecially ir thoſe large difcripelor 
. . olcheFewiſh Tycks, and Levistical Prieſthood, whete e 

in he ſtcives to model a Maintenance from thence te 
| Goſpel Miniſters; but is co us as ifhe kad pleaded th 
for Circumcifiod to our Gextite Churches. fa 
His Book hach two Parts, I begin with the for} R 
- 7 and ſo paſs thtougb both; firſt viewing the m 


rip: ures he makes uſe of, to fee if any ſuch thing i ne 
Abs or I ſettled Maintenance for Minifters of th to 
Goſpel be found in holy Writ, to beelther praiſe pl: 
or named amongſt Diſciples, or Believers in the pri the 
mitive timeʒ, when the Scriptures were wricten, & peo of 


ple became Chriſtns, which ought to be our guid] in 

and rule to follow. | ſh: 

At his 4 tþ. page he begins with Seripture, as Man} th 

10,5. &c, Luke 10. 1. &c. how our Saviour autho} . 

riſed and ſent forth the 12, and the 70. Dilclples uf cv 

prrack the Goſpel, &c. by which Commiſſion, thy} d. 

were not to carry any proviſion for their journey, fa} 12 

i a. 10. the workman is worthy of hi meat. pr 

Anſw, Nor were they toreceive Tyths or other ſa Je 

let Maintenance; nor bargain aforthand what rcwai det 

ſhould be for their prime; neither had they any bu for 

mare power to enforce ſupplies hilſt they were upuſ 

that work; nor to puniſh any in body or eſtate that n 

ſuſed to give unto them where they came to preach 

Mat. 10. 4 God never tabght bis Meſſengers to perſecute any ht 
As 13. unkindneſs In iheſe ſpitk ual works, but if they will 

71. receive them, the duſt of their ſeet muſt be a teſtim 

ny again ſt ſuch; yt theſe Teachers muſt go forth 

3141.1 0.8 truſt to their Maſter for their reward; from whoſe$ 

dit they had freely. received, and were to gi free) 

(not ſell ĩt ) and they which did partake of their (pi 

cual work in hearing, were like wiſe led by the br 101 

= to impart unto the Teachers for corporal ſup | 
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ab recefuerh wages, ſ0 both ej , &c, 

| that everlaſting joy wherein God will reward his 
filthful ones: but here note three — 3 firſt, the 

ſot Redper muſt be a Workman of the Malers appoint- 

oll ment. Secondly, the fame Maſtet muſt pay him, and 

pad not a ſtranger. Thirdly, his wages muſt be according 

Tf 


to his Lords contract; all which the Parable makes 
el plain, and hom they received every man a Penny from 
pri} their Miſter, &c. So Goſpel Minifters muſt be called 
P 


of God to that Work, going forth freely with the Gift fr. 207 
uigh in Teaching, and his promiſe is, that good me a ſure I, &c. 


ſhall be returnel them again, Luke 6. 28. Bur thoſe 
fan that date not go forth to preack until their bargain is 
tho made, or sſſaranes aforehand by a humane Law, to 
5 0} corhpel x Reward for their Labour , fhew plain'y they 
thy} dite not rely upon God for a Maintenance, but will 
ſa tiker truſt men to ſecure the ſame: for although they 
ptoſeſs Gods Call to that Minĩſtry at entering into it, 
(ea) Jet in works of obedience to beleeve him, therein they 
"ai deny him, as not truſting to his promiſes to provide 
bak for them, Heb. 1 3. f. 
zu In his 7 th, page he produceth 1 Tim. 5. 17,18. how 
the Eldeys that Rule well, fnould be counted worthy of 
double honouy, 8c. The O xe ſhall not be muꝭ ⁊led, and 
the Labourer is worthy of his reward. | 
Anſw. The double honour is taken to be reſpect & 
Maintenance, which belng given freely, as lod forth 
of God from his Law in the heart, ſhews Obedience 
anſwerable in a true Profeſſor : which double honour 
muſt not be raked & torn from the hearers by a human 
power, but drawn forth by the love of God; that as the 
Ore is not to be muzled when he works for his Mafter 
wh Inharveſt; neither is he to have power over his Ma- 
der by pulling and tearing what he liſt from him, but 
A 4 to 


| , pas 5 
In page 3. be uſeth ohn 4.36, — 5 that rea- 
nſw. This joy is not only of this [ife , but alſo 


Tit: 5. 16, 
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6 . NoGoſpet Plea for Tyths, &c. 
tions of things, eſpecially ir thoſe large difcripelor 
_ .ofcheFewiſh Tyths,and Levistical Priefthood,where} et! 
n he ſtrives to model a Maintenance from thence tt 
Goſpel Miniſters; but is to us as if he had pleaded} th 
for Circumciſion to eur Gentile Churches, fai 
H Book hath two Parts, I begin with the for R. 
15 and ſo paſs through both; firſt viewing the m 


rlp:ures he makes uſe of, to ſee if any ſuch thing uf no 
AIs or A ſettled Maintenance for Minifters of M to 
Goſpel be found in holy Writ, to beelther praiſed pl: 

or named amongſt Diſciples, or Believers in the prif the 

mitive timez, when the Scriptures were written, & peo of 

ple became Chriſtzns, which ought to be our guid] in 

and rule to follow. ſh: 

At hls 4 th. page he begins with Scripture, as Mau thi 

10.5. &c. Luke 10. 1. &c. how our Saviour autho mi 

riſed and ſent forth the 12, and the 70. Dilclples uf c 

prefch the Goſpel, &c. by which Commiſſion, thy} d 

were not to carry any ptoviſion for their journey, fo} 12 

PV a. 10. the workman is worthy of hů meat. pt 
Aſw. Nor were they to recelve Tyths or other ſe Je 

let Maintenance; nor bargain aforthand what rewai} det 

ſnould be. for their pine; neither had they any bu for 

mane power to enforce ſupplies whilſt they were up 

that work; nor to puniſn any in body or eſſate thatit 

fuſed to zlve unto them where they came to preach 

Mat. 10.14 God never taught bis Meſſengers to perſecute _ 
Ad, 13. unkindneſs In theſe ſpirkual works, bur if they will ad 
71. receive them, the duſt of their ſeet muſt be a teRtim 
ny again ſt ſuch; yxt theſe Teachers muſt go forth, 

8. truſt to their Maſter ſor their reward, from whoſe $ 
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A. 10. rit they had freeiy reti ved, and were to give free mu 
(not ſell ic ) and they which did partake of their pl pon 
tual work in hearing, were likewiſe led by the (an Or 
ſplrit to impart unto the Teachers for corporal ſu; = 
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In page 5. be uſeth ohn 4.36, Rc. ho 
ub receiveib wages. ſo both ßejoyet ee 
etl «Anſw. This joy is not only of this life, 6 
| that everlaſting joy wherein God will reward his 
faithful ones: but here note three things; firſt, the 
Reaper muſt be a Workman of the Malers appoint- 
nell ment. Secondly, the fame Maſter muſt pay him, and 
not a ſtrauger. Thirdly, his wages muſt be according 
to his Lords contract, all which the Parable makes 
4 plain, and ho they received every man a Penny from 
pri} their Maſter, &c. S0 Goſpel Miniſters muſt be called 


peo) of God to that Work, going forth freely with the Gift fat. 205 
uid} in reaching, and hispromilſe is, that good mne a ſufe 1, &c. 


ſhall be returnel them again, Luke 6. 28. Bur thoſe 
fan that date not go forth to rg untll their bargain is 
tho made, or sſſaranes aforehand by a humane Law, to 
5s of corhpel a Reward for their Labour , ſhew plain'y they 
thy} daronor rely upon God for a Malntenance, but will 
fo} rahereruſt men to ſeeure theſame? for although they 
ptofels Gods Call to that Miniſtry at entering into it, 
(1 Jet in works of obedienceto beleeve him, therein they 
mari} deny him, as not cruſting to his promiſes to provide 
bu for them, Heb. 13. 5. 
la his 7 th, page he produceth 1 Tim. 5. 17, 18. how 
en the Eldeys that Rule well, fhould be counted worthy of 
<4 double honour, &c, The O xe ſhall not be muꝭ dled, and 
ſal the Labourer is worthy of his reward. | 
4 _ Anſw. The double henour is taken to be reſpe& & 
Maintenance, which belng given freely, as led forth 
of God from his Law in the heart, ſhews Obedience 
anſwerablein a true Profeſſor : which double honour 
muſt not be raked & torn from the hearers by a human 
pit power, but drawn forth by the love of God; that as the 
5 ¶Oxe is not to be muzled when he works for his Maſter 
ſup} in harveſt; neither is he to have power over his Ma- 
der by pulling and rearing what he liſt from kim, but 
A 4 to 


3, 
w he that rea- 
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Poo pt Plea for 1 yihs, &c. 
to be a partaker, as refreſhed with ſeme of the harveſt 
benefit: all which ſets forth the duty oftrue Converts, 
who ought freely to reſpect and maintain ſuch pure 
Goſpel Miniſters as have necd and are religiouſly. 
free to receive thoſe neceſſities: that as they recelve 
benefit by Scripture labourers, ſo it is their duty, and 
the love of God will conſtrain them ( if they are true 
Chriſtians) to ſhew kindneſs unto his Meſſengers; 
but all theſe Scriptures mare nothing towards Tyths, 
or a ſetled maintenance, the gift is left free unto the 
cheerfu! givers In the geveral generations according 

2 Cor. 9,7.t0 therenou; of the Scriptures .. - 
1.9. 38. He uſeth allo, wherein our Saviour bid 
pray ho Lord of the Harveſt, that ke will ſcud forth La- 
bourers into his Harveſt. | 8 
Anſw, Ibis lets forth Gods power, who only can 
fit and call men to the Mipiſterial office, which may | 
fhew us how all the humane learning that men 
can obtain, cannot make a Goſpel Mialſter; it 
is che proper work of God, and to him we muſt pray to 
furnith us in a pute Miniſtry; and it may ĩaform us of 
the great miſtakes about this weighty work, wWhereln 
many have undertaken to make Minifters, Divints, 
Bachellors, and DoRors of Divinity (or holineſs) 
& o. Which is impe ſſible for carnal men to do; It 
only God tha makes men holy, and divine, as to pat- 
2 Pet. 2.4. tale of the divine nature: From whence note 3 Firſt, 
| Coſpel Miniſters are the Lords labourers, Secondly, 
They mutt be called & ſet to work by him. Thirdly, 
we muſt pray ui to him for (ending them, it ſhews hu. 
mine au:heriry cannot do it. Fourthly, Wkom he cal 
into his Vineyard, he will alſo reward, not by the might 

4 of mn, ot power of the ſword, but by the Spiritd 

i} cch. 4. f. God, le the way that the Lord will work, 

He ufeih , Rom. 13.7, 8. Wherein the Apo 

writeth of, Tribute, Cuſtome, Fear, Honour, and po” 
nu 


Vo Goſpel Plea for Dith, &c. 9 
t | A4nſw. Tribute and Cuſtome was due to Cæſar, and 
„ | the ſame Chriſt p1id, as did the Iews, it being a tem- 31 
e poral thlag, and for the like work, as to maintain C- 
y | {ers Army, which could not be offenſive to the couſcl- 
ſe ence; but whereas Tyths are paĩd, hey are to a wrong 
d uſe and end, for maintaining a Miniſtry contraty to 
je | the pure Goſpel praQiſe, which muſt needs be heavy 
3 þ upon poor tender conſciences; yea ſuch Tyth gains 
| 14 ſetled maintenance which Is to be forced from 
men, draws many a carnal wretchto be of that ſuncti- 
ig | on where they can compel people to pay; ſo that there 
is a great difference berwixt * Tribute and 
ds Cuſtome to maintain an Army, for defence of a Na- 
4. don, and the paying an imitating Miniſtry by force 
of ficſh, as if it were à true Miniſtry ſent orth of God, 
an and to let up their poſt by the Lords poſt, &c. but Exck. 43- 
ay | concerning Fear, Honour, ard Love, it is wiſhed 8 · N 
en | thoſe graces were better known, and more praCtited a- 1 
it mongſt us. 3 
'tof He uſeth, 1 Cor. 9. 4. &c. Wherein the Apoſtle 
ol | pleads a Ru God gives in ufe of the creatures, 
ein 28 a fre dome to partake of carnal things where they 
es, | did impart fpirituals, and ſo to eat of the milk &c. 
) eAnſw, Ic is true, tha: the right Goſpel Miniſters 
Ic $þ hive that freedome from God ſo to db; but then ob- 
par. ſerve theſe particulars, Firſt , This power muſt be 
il from the Lord, and net by a humane power, lecing 
neither Chriſt nor any of his Apoſtles did aſſume 
I} ſuch athing. Secordly, Thoſe that receive by this pow- 
er of God, muſt take of the true flock, and not of Revel. 1%. 
call} Swearers, Drunkards, Lyars, Whoremangers, &c. 18. 
jight which ſhall not inherit the Kingdom e of God, but be Revel. 21. 
it ſhut cur, Thirdly, Note how for the Apoſtle was 27 
from a humane law, to compel, that he did not uſe 1 Cor. 6.9. 
lis power given him of God to receive the peoples free G tl, 3. 19. 
of itt, leſt the Goſpel work ſhou!d be hindred, 1 Cor. 9, 
nn} | | 12.15, 


* + az. 


17.26; 


40 


3 Ne Goſpel Plea for Tyths, &c. 
12,15, Therefote thoſt that uſe any other power thy 
"X& from the Lord, in forcliig 2 maintenance for Auf p 
Ter, 2. 13. ſters, they torſake the fouritdiy, and betake themſzlvd 
to the broken Ciſtern. EY 
Goſpel Miniſters are Fodslabourers,whom he feat 
Into his Vineyard or Kingdome of grace to wet 
there, but If theſe prove like the World, ro flriveft 
Preſerment, Pride, Riches, and Honour there, thi 
at. 19, will be no more able to get truly into his Kingdom 
14. than is a Camel to go through the eye of a needle; 
5 thereby they fall into the great ſnare, which the ſetvuſ the 
of God ſhould flee from, 1 Tim. 6. 9. Therefore hl 
warn all thoſe from the Lord that defire the miniſter} ul 
al office to wait in the pure way, but go not forrh um 
you ai e truly called of God, & look not on any cariſ bet 
8 ends to draw you, for whatſoever is of the World Go 
Trin. 6.8. not of God, 1 John 2. 15,16. And learn of that G N. 
pel-planter to be content with food and raiment, wh 
had learning and piety, yet poverty was joyned then 
wlth,and if Goſpel practiſe be our rule, ro have not; 'F 
ther maintenance but the peoples free gift, then thiſ toę 
that ſeek to be Goſpel Miniſters would do it out off 2 
pure love, and not ſelf- ends, yea then women w 
not deſire to mazry unto them for carnal greatnd Lay 
but for their goodneſs. | fake 
He uſeth, Rom. 15. 26, 27. how it pleaſed them ij the 
Macedonid, and Achaia, to make a certain contribbeto 
tion for the poor Saints — that as the Gentiles 
been made partakers of their Spiritual things, t 
duty is al ſo to miniſter unto them in Carnal things, 
Anſw. Firſt, this rellef for the Saints, was a 
luntary act, for it pleaſed them ſo to do; It being 
of a pure Goſpel love, and not by outward compuiyeonſe 
ON. 
Secondly, It was no Tyths or ſetled malnten 
but a certain contribution in time of need for the 
Saints. V 
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No Goſpel Plea for Tytht, &c 
fad Thirdly , Such free-glfts from the richer to the 
{ll poorer , are debts that God requires, as verſ. 25. 
elvd hoſe deluers they are, yet the Lord never gave man a 
- | humane power to compel this debt. 
Fourthly, As Goſpel giving and receiving in ſpi- 
of mtuals, and temporals are free, without compulſi- 
i on; ſo thoſe acting therein, do declare themlelves 
ef of che ſame body, wherein one Member ſupplyeth the 
nd want of another. | 
Laſtly, This gift, debt, or contrlhutlon, was from 
vu the true flock, and not of thoſe that lived in their 
ore filch 3 which ſhews of whom Goſpel Miniſters may 
ſtetſ take rellef, | 
uni} It is worthy of obſervation, to note the difference 
arm berwixt the Law Minifters in Temple Worſhip, and the 
108 Goſpe! Minifters in Spiritual Worſhip,and how near ouy 
Golf National q iniſtry hath come to that under the Law, 
, wh | 
then Theirs of the, Lam. Our National, 
not Fixſt, God made a Law | Men made Laws to 
th to give the Levites Tyths, give the National Tythss 
uta 2. They had ofterings--; So had the National. 
W 3. God gave thein the Menmadea ſer form of 
tuned Law, which they read to prayer, which they read; 
the people, for they owned & after that a directory, 
em the propheſies, but little whereas Miniſters ſhould 
rribbeforethe captivity, do the works of God as 
es b the Spirit leads them, Fobn 
4. God owned their 16. 13. Men built high 
Temple, built for his places in ſeveral pariſhes, 


8. 2 


s a\Fworſhip at Jeruſalem, as which were Maſs-houſes a 
ing aha holy. place which was long time, and called them 
npul eonſecrated. Churches, and conſecra- 
ted chem, pretending they 

were holy. 
5. They uſed Temple They kad Organs and 
„ - other 


fr 
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1 Cor. 12. 


26. 
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72 N Gel Plea for Tyths , &ec. 
Worſhip, with mufick, 8c. other inſtruments. [fo 
6. They bad high Prietis.| They had Arch Biſhepy| v. 
7. They had Prieſts They had Surplicesy 9 
Garments appointed of | Hoods, Tippets, &c. ap- 
God; ©: +: polnted of men. tee 
8. God appointed the Men defigned Univer. 
I ribe of Levi for that o- | firy Scholers, to be the. 
fice. | | only Miniſters, 
They looked ſo much on So did too many of th 
the out ward, thi God ha- look on the fleece, gai 


ted it, Iſa. 1. 14. and ou: ward worſhip, bu th 

lictle purity. = 

Whereas, if we look on the Goſpel Miniſtry whi dr 

ſhould be our guide, we ſhall 8nd a poor deſpiſeq be 

Chriſt, who came in poverty and ſo lived; that do 

hls Miniſterlal office laid by hls power, in compel ®" 

* ling corporal neceſſities, and took peoples love i 
** iving him food, and miniſtring to him of their ſub ® 
Rader” Luke 8 3 Phit- 2. 7. Lake 11 27. John 2.1 


| | Luke 19. Luke 14 1. Luke 19. 5. Nor did he claim either hoth 
to ride upon, or houſe to dwell in as kls oon: 


. 
4 * 8 10. which pattern from him ſhews us, ( if we are Goſpt 
Miniſter:) how to wave he pomp and glory oft 0 
World, which practiſe the Apoſtles followed, 
approved themicives the Miniſters of God, 2 Cor. ca 

410. Yea Gods wirneſſes in the ſeveral ages were (ul 
ſerers, and went about as poor deſplſed creature N 
yet of them the Worid was not worthy, Heb. 11.3 6,; " 

39. | | 

Mat.6.33e Iris the dwy of a true Miniſter, to ſeek firſtt n 
Kingdome of God, and truſt unto his maſter for ſu g. 


ties, who hath promiſed to add wh it i needſul, r 
doing; as he heathen Gentilcs, taking care what! 
* » Z, , 
RIO eat, drink; &c. looking for humane ſecurity to infon {a 
his Salery, before ke ſets upon the work; and if « Gi 
living be fmall ro ſtudy how a greater may be obtaln} - 


r rr a . h r * 


No Goſpel Plea for Thths, &c. 13 


for all theſethlngs are oppoſite to q* Apoſtles practlle, ne 
"py who ſought not che peoples wealth, but cheic eter- 2 Cr. 122: 
-es nal welfare. | —_ 
Object. If ſome (ay, Miniſters having nothing for 
reaching, but what i given ihem according to the Goſpel 
ver manner, ihat may made people worſe, which care not for 
the teaching, ſo they can (ave their Tyihs. | 
Anſw. A\though Goſpel allows not Miniſters to 
take maintenance of ſuch filthy perſons,yet Gods Law 
zuthor izeth Magiſtrates to puniſh ſuch offenders for 
1 thelr wickedneſs, whe fin preſumtucuſly, yea ro 
make them as Iſrael did the uncircumciſed co be Foſh, 9.21. 
drawers of water, and hewers of wood, be they rich or _— 
poor, not ſuffering ſuch to bear c ffices in the Ring- 
J dome : and if godly perſons only were put in office 
and authori y, and (uch Swearers, Lyers, Drunkatds. 
J Whorc-mongers, and other beaſt-like people kept off | 
and puniſhed, then Davids practiſe would be follow- - if 
FY ed, and a bleſſing follow upon the Na lon; yes, chen P ſal. 101. 
"Wi > the one half of choſe nutſeries and ſeed- plots of fin, 1. &c. 
„ (calP'd Alchcuſes ) could not continue, 
"(oh Heuſcrh, Mal, 3.8,9. Whereinthe Lord complains 
ful ol the people robbing bim in 192bs and offerings, upon 
which they were curſed ; and in Levit. 27 30. Tyths are 
* called the Lord: and Hag ꝗ the curſe is ſaid to be u- 
b ele en the increaſe for xegicct᷑ thercofʒ alſo in Hag. 2. 16. &c. 
pA Anſwer As thus Tyths were the Lords, and thoſe 
6 that with- held them as ſaid to teb God, ſo were free 
J gifts from Saints, given to Geſpel Miniſters and o- 
wy thers in want, due unto Ieſus Chrift, and owned by 
x ſy kim, 25 he evidently declares, by the with holding or _ | 
1 J giving uno ſuch, as to himſeif, ſaying, I was hungry, Mat- 23s 
' ih 72ſt), Naked; a Stranger, in Priſon, &c, and thus 3 5. K&S. 
eu did unto me, by which you may ſee. Firſt, how 
| Tyths were the Law-miniſters pay, and free gifts tho 
1 Goſpel Miniſtets pay, $ceondly, How I ychs under 


the 


„ 


| the Lord 
= own. Thirdly, How thoſe that with-held Tyths from Nac 
| ©. * the Priefts, or free gifts from the Goſpel Miniſters, tad 
the Lord rakes It as done ro himſelf. Fourthly, Hou It 
thoſe Tyths, and Goſpel free gifts were never ſer forth {9 
by humane authority, but God gave them to his A 
Meſſengers by his own power, under the ſeveral dif. ( ot 
penlations for their maintenance. Fifthly, How God I 
never gave power unto man, that one creature ſhould Ha 
Curſe, Fine, Impriſon, or perſecute another for rety. Ido 
ſing, detaining, or negleRing the payment of Tyhs uk 
f to the Levites, or free gifts to Goſpel Miniſters, but due 
F he reſerved that to himſelf, as the places before cited let! 
do evidently declare. 50 that in all the Scriptures] chin 
find not any power God gave to man in etling⸗ mal 
maintenagce for Prieſts, Levites, or Goſpel Mink 
| Erck. 44 ſter-, but the Lord did that work, who being the Le 
| 1 ter inherltance, they had no poſſeſſion in the Land 
A nor humane Law to compel what God gave them, 
| nor did Chrift give unto his Apoſtles any humane 
authority to enforce a maintenance from their audi 
tors, but they muſt go forth empty, without money, | 
Scrip, &c. nor can we read of any in Scripture 
that aſſum'd a humane power to compel ſuch thing 
1 Sam. 2. except Elies Sons of Belial. | | 
11.16. He affirms in his Plea, that Patryarchs gave Tytks 
| before the Law; and Page 53. tells us, that then 
i they vowed Tytbs to God. 

Anſw. The Scriptures ſpeak no ſuch thing. For al. 
| though Abel, Noab, Iſaac, and Jacob, offered ro God, 
I Gen, 14.8. yet «Abraham only paid Tyths, ina voluntary way 

| Heb. 7.1. once unto Melchiſedeck, without any command todo 
| has it, or to comlaue it yearly , which free-will Act he 
* did after the vlctory heobtain'd; as Noah offered an 
0 offering after deliverance from the general flood, Ges. 


3. 20, and ſo Noah and Abraham did hereby 55 G&cl 
: | the 


the Law, and free gifts under the Goſpel are 


— — 2 — — = 


n; 


1 


1 
1 


. „„ #47 p=4 1 n REY - 


2 "4 © om 
. "_— 


— 


m 
th 


th 
his 


iſ. A 


ld 


4 


LS | { N 
Lord w 


8 thankful obedience to the 


Ke. 


ko gave them 


| . 4 deliverances ; as did thoſe Converts when the 
tad viRory over fin, and became Diſciples of Chriſt, 


token of thankfulneſs, they made their goods com- 
non to poor Diſciples, 4s 2. 44 Mc, . 34. 
And as Z acbeus when ſalvation was come to his houſe 
or heart) to manifeſt his joy, he gave to the poor, and 


made reſtitutlon where he had been unjuſt, all which 
ions, of Abrahams giving Tychs, Z achens reſtitu- 
don, and the Diſciples community, were a like free, 
alike voluntary, none of them forbidden to be conti- 
aued, nor none of them commanded to be imitated, 
jet all were holy actlons; ſo that theſe things make no- 
thing for a Goſpel plea to ſertle Tyths, or a yearly 
maintenance for Goſpel Minlflers, neither was cheſe 
works intall'd upon their poſterity C as Englands 


"| Tyths are ſald to be) but left to the freedomoof af- 


ter generations : alſo note, how Abraham gave the 
' tenth ol the ſpoils taken by his Souldiery from the e- 


i | nemy, ſo It was not of his own labour, and of his Ser- 


 yantsand Cattel, whereby they had coiled in heats and 


| coldsall the year, as Englends Tyth-takers do force 
| It from many ; ſo that this free work in Abraham 
Is neither warrant nor eximple, for us to make 2 
Ii in eur Nation,tocompel men by force and vlo- 
lence, in paying the tenth of all their labour and in- 
creaſe unto a Miniſtry. | 
Yer theſe things, and about the Jewiſh Tyths, do 
much inlarge his book, and of the Jewith warriers 
which gave of the ſpolls in time of Temple worſhip; 
heſeeking ro mode! ſomerhing from thence for us to 
imitate, not obſerving theſe gifts and ſacrifices how 
they held until the time of reformation : bur if he had 
well weighed the Apoſtles diſcourſe, from Heb. 7. 1. 
Heb, 8. 13 he might have ſeen the ſcope thereof, to 
declare the excellency and clearneſs of Ckriſts Rur. 
ome 


Like 19.9. 


Heb. 9. 6. 


a6 


No Opel Plea for Tyths, Oc. 


dome, , Heb, 8. 10, 11. in the New Covenant 


John 6.45 when all ſhall be taught of God, and he willy 


2 Pet. 1. 
19. 


Laws in thelt hearts, lo that his teacher, the ano 
abideth within, and there is no need of men to te 

1 Fohn 2. 27. When by the Spirit of God, the wii 
ſhall be full of light, Luke 11. 36. as the ſure wiſer: 
of propheſie, from that Spirit will make aglorighe 
werk, to ſhine asa light in a dack place; but ti 
myſtery, which fleſh is more ready to cavil at; 
why ? Becauſe the natural man ſees not ſpiritualifeb 
an: ſo theſe things are fooliſhneſs unto him, 1 (eln 


14 


But thus much I may open, that in the New Ce 
nant work, all hirellng Teachers ſhall be laid abou! 
ſo that men will not aſſume the Miniſterial office 
til they have a (ure call of God to go forth, nor 
pure hearers give heed unto any, but choſe thus call} H 
whereby tha: one God, by his own Spirit ſhall te 
his Miniſters what to ſpeak, and their auditors h 
to uſe what Is made known, and ſo Teachers 1 
Hearers, all inthe true Church ſhall be taughy 
God, as they are all [aught by his Spirit, and nage 
ſpeaks or hears, but by the leadings forth of the fi 
God ; and thus declares our Saviour, It bs note ic 
that ſpeak but the Spirit of your Father that ſpealghtes 
ln you; ſo that in che pure Goſpel work of his Met 
ſters, God owns their ſpeakings to be his, and th 
teachings to be his, as ke did of his Prophets, nan 
rakes good or evil done to them as to himſelſzthereſ t 
all choſe who long tor this glorious New Coyengpa! 
work, leave off to plead: for a hireling Miolſkygeari 
ſerve for lucres ſake, and live in filch (as man) G eiplt 
and let us go on to the perfection of things. tho! 
He üſeth, Mat. 34. 23. Luke 11. 42. about 
Jews Tything Mint, Rue, &6, which by them 


is be done, F a 
+ 2 
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een. God never commanded any people upon 
> earth, to pay Tyths bur the Jews, ſo this only 
rern id them, and ls nothing to us Gentile Church. 
rom whom the Lord never requiced ſuch a thing 
Tyths, or any ſectled Maintenance for his Mint 
xs wharſoever, nor did the Apoſtles ever practiſe 
Sch aching, nor do the Scriptures any where ſeem to 
puntenance the ſame; therefore as every buildin 
ands on Its own Baſis,ſo our Goſpel Churches mu 
built upon the Goſpel! Foundation, Jeſus Ghrift 
Selng thecheef corner ſtone, but thoſe that impoſe or 
any Tyths, or ſet ed maintenance for the Mlnl- Ephef, 2. 
by a. National law, they are beſides this true 20. 
N her work, being upon that combuſlible mat. 
, of Wood, Hay, Stubble, &c- which muſt be 
d and burnt up by the fire of GodsSpirir, 
He uſeth, Gal. 6. 6. How he that is taught in the 
uſhould communicate unto him that teacheth in all 
15 
A. According to the pure Goſpel practiſe, 
zu Ps would be our way to maintain faithful Minitters, 
du eommunlcating, imparting, or giving freely unto 
0 (em without any oneward inforcement whatſoever, 
noi Fines, Warrants, Perſecution, &c. That as God 
ei ſends forth his Teachers, ſo the auditors to re- 
Me the ſame ſpiritual nouriſhment freely, without 
d ney or the like price, of Indenting, Securing, Bar- 
andfiding, &c. aforchand,what to have 2 
rel ew iſe were the converts to retallate freely in cor- 
ventral ſupplies unto ſuch Teachers by way of commu- 
ion; that is, as the Diſciples In teacking, made 
yy pricual gift common, or free to all chat deſired ic 
„ole that were tauzht, ſhould make their corporal 
ouWrilhments common or free unto ſuch Miniſters, 
10% eeſſiy required, for the word is KorywyesTw, com- 
Nie, which holds forth that Communion, union, 
* together 


I Cor. 3.10. 


Rev 21.6. 
Tſa. 55-1. 

Kev. 22.17, 
Mat. 10. 8. 


n 0 pe . 4a or : 7 * N c. f L , F 
roge:her inthe body of Chriſt, ſoeiety and fcllowſhip, # 


as every member helping, communicating, and taking = 
care one of another. | | 
Reuſerh, Luk. 19.8. about Zacheus reſtitution, and 
gtving'othe poor W's, | x7 
eAnſw. This nothing concerns a ſetling of a Man 
tenance, c. But here profeſſors may behold a nota FE 
ble ſign of a trueconvert: and if Milliam Pryn had Patt 
rook the like pains to draw England: ſeveral ſects unto} ** 
Zackeyg praiſe, he had done a good work; which H 
taking effect, there ate many profeſſors would not 
quiet in their conſciences, to fit ſtill upon their dung · ©? 
hills of ill gotten goods, untill reſt iiution was made N= 
what they had wronged others. | | oh 
He uleth Rom. 13-1, c. how every ſoul muſt be ri 
ſabject to the Ligier Powers, &c. And ſo would infer 
tron thence, that as the powers of a Nation make itt 
law for Tythes,@c. So ſuch a Power ſhould be obef- U 
ed therein pe 
Anſw. This Inference is no Goſpel, but a — rofe 
conſequence drawn forth; for although the powers rihe 
a Nation, can and ought to make laws.agreeablewF Je 
the law of God, yet they have no power from the Long” 
to reſtrain or bind the tender conſciences in a ſpiritui f 
work, as forcing them to tranſgreſs therein, or elſeu at 
ſuffer perſ:cutton. 1 
Nebuchadneg ⁊ ert power made laws, which I dou 
not but in temporal rights the Jews obeyed 3 but” | 
when his decreewas to worſhip the Image, chat bei 
repugnant to God Law, their was no damnation 
to Shedrach, Meſhach, and A bednego, who could of 
in conſcience yeeld untoir, that being no Ordinaa et 
of God. Ii is good therefore that thoſe which mii tet 
: laws and extcute them, be firſt grounded in the Sci? 
2 Tim.3. tures, which are able to make men wiſe unto Salva 
15, tbreveh faith in Chriſt Feſws ; Being well accqualniF n 
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. th Gods Laws, to know which are In force and 
r is repealed ; (ceing all Chriſtian laws ſhould be 
A ured by che rule of God Laws; and if no Scrip- 
re ſpeaks the ſame thing you have in hand; yet lee 
cn comerk neareſt to it, that ſo llt e Moſes the ler. 
2. of God, knowing his Laws well, you may be the 
ad Ker able to give forch Laws unto the people. 
tol He uſerh 1 Pet. 2.13, 14. Submit your ſelves to e- 
e Ordinance of men for the Lords ſake, whether it be 10 
be King 65 ſapre ani, &c. 4 75 F 
o Axſw. This Sctipture cometh near unto the for- 
r, at which time oſ Paul and Peters pteaching, the 
Dean Powers did not make Ordinanges againft 
ebe riſtlan profeſſors; for the ſev. ral Natlons in that 
\fer ken of the world under Ceſars government, had their 
Iderty in worſhip, and ſo had the Chriſtians untill 
„K times of perſecution; yea thoſe then in govern- 
lent were greater friends untothem, then was the 
ons rolelling Jews; for even Pilate condemned Chriſt Mata27 
11 rthe Jews requelt: and Hereds cruelty was to pleaſe, 
len Jews: allo Paul was defended from the Jews rage |. 5 
of tat preſent Power: yea the Jews ſtirred up the 
eniles zgalmſt che diſciples, and the Jews in Bzby- © 
| lelia, Vera, &c. Had theit liberty in religion, pr 1 
an to pray for that peace of the City where they was ö 
aptivity, Fer. 29 7. 
el freedome had the Goſpel planters, that Pauls | 
deln ached the Goſpel from Feruſalem to IHricum: ſo Rom. 15. 
it itfully appears, how theſe Ordinancestobeſubmit- 19. 
* le, ind thoſe higher powers unto whom ſubjecti- 
ould be fhewed,was then required incivill rights 
temporal things, not any way binding the conſci- 
b nor hindring their Chriſtian worſhip 3 which 
on chkanding che Jews cruelty, yer ſuch a liberty 
ain untl L bloody Nero beg in to perſecute and but- 


Ft the $alnts; for God never gave his creatures 
T4 B 3 poser 
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power to force and drag one another to their Pom 


and to fine, impriſon,and puniſh each other about 
ſes of Conſcience, and matters of Rellglon; t 
things are betwlxt God & the Soul, as outward thii 
are betwiXx: Toy we man, And although C 
reache:h us to bleſs them that curſe us, and ort 
Ma. 5-44 that perſec ute us: yet I find not ah weld 18 
for ſuck a Power that perſecutes the Conſcience, tb 
continue ruling over us; but that projers, ſupplia c 
ons, thanſgivings, & c. be made for Kings, and to 
1 Tim. 2-1, that are | : authority, thar we may lead # quiet $* 
2. pedteable life in all godlineſs and honefly : which g 
That the Ring may lo rule, and thoſe in Authorhſſ***! 
execute the Laws, whereby we may pray for him in 
them,thewing cur ſubjection, and enjoying our OF7'4 
ſtlan ſreedome, as Chriſt hath made us free, M 
1 Cor. 7.13 36. That as we are bought with a price, ſo we F*"* 
not be the ſervants of men unto their Forms; les l 
that compelleth or enforeeth me unto his Form 
pretence of a Religious work, denieih me of my Me 
ſtlan liberty, which Chriſt hath purchaſed for n ds, 
Concerning a humane inforcement of Tythz fer 
though no Scriptures allow It ; yet William Ms. 
pretends to gather ſome:ihing from Hegekiahs pil 
in commanding the People to give the portion fb P 
Prieſts and Levites, 2 Chron. 3 I. 4. Pro, 
| eAnſwm. Hecommanded no more than We or 
Lord before had given them ; ſo Hexckich mi 
Law to ſetile a Maintenance, neither did he M Prop 
compulſion by priſons, ſwords, puniſhment or iM 
on reſuſets, although many mocked at his Mster 
gers ſent forth by him; lo this of Hezekiah is u. the 
to us. Pight b 
He brings in two Heathen Kings to * 
forcement of Tyths, which " Fatal ll Not th 
E xa 6. 11 erxes, who made and gave decrees to Exra, * al 
bullding the Temple, KG. 


) 


y\ 
refore they not performing to give all, when they 


Lu Tt periſhed In their fin of Covenant breaking. 


E 


seht be ler alone, &c. 
* 


3 4%. God calls Aria the rod of his wrath, Ii. 
ue, 


1 the inforcement of Tyths, c. only it ſhews thus 


te 
at 
ich 


in keeping 4 part back, when they had given it to 


yuſe, 
1 
%. Thelrs was a voluntary act, as others were 


Vo Goſpet Plea for Tythr, &. 21 


and Nebuchad uc ar his ſervant, Ter. 25. 6,7. Ex a7 11 
* his Shepherd, I/. 44. 28. 23 they executed 
Lords pleaſure, to ſerve in what he made them in- 
ents 2 and ſo when Gods time was come to turn 
Captivity , he made uſe of theſe two Heathen 
gr, that Commiſſioned Exra: But this concerns 


b. Firſt, What baſe, mean things, God ſome- 

es makes uſe of to fulfil his pleaſure. Secondly , 1 Cor. 1. 
at when the Lords time is to Captivate, or to 27, 28. 
ve forth, none ſhall withſtand it. 


feuſeth Act, 5+ 1, &c. Of Anni and Sefhy. 


ke their goods common and free to other Diſ- 

les in want: now before theſe two had ſo promiſes, 

ic goods were their own, but being ſo given by 

nelyes to that uſe of Community, they were the Verſe 4. 
ds, and for the refreſhment of his Saints in want: 


engaged all, and God was witnefs to it, but 
ka part, they thus failing iin It, lyed unto God, 
Promiſe-breakers conſider this, how in ſuch a 
uceor Covenant God is witneſs; for in theſe lat- 
layes many ſhew themſelves according to the Apo- 
prophelie: therefore be careful to perform what 
eds out of your mouths, 

iteth, Ads 5. 38, 39. of Gamaliels counſel, 
t the Apoſtles new Doctrine, who delired that 


2 Tim. 3.3. 


aw. Good were it, if Englands Lawyers, would 
bot that wiſe Gandlicl ; to let the new diſcoveries 


Pod alone, chat he by his ſervants may (hew his 


B 3 good 
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good pleaſure; and not to cheak and Rifile ch 
In irs breaking forth, becauſe it is ſomething, 
than as yet flefh underſtands; for oft times whe 
carnal man runs ſud dainly upon action, he ſtriky 
galnſt the appearances of God. 1 
He pſeth, Rom. 2.1. &c. about judging of 
c. which Scrip;ure it well applyed, might take 
from (elf juſtitying, for it is commonly the hight 
ecit of our ſelves, and our own form, that ca 
to judge and condemn another; and thus did 
proud Phariſce, whereasſelf commendation is 
Luke 18. proved, but whom the Lord commandeth, 


17. He uſeth, Rom. 12. 20. How we ought to 
2 Cr. 10, love unto our enemes : which leflon I heartily 
18, that both he and my (elf may truly ſtrive for, 1 


we may heap thoſe coals of love upon our eu 
heads, whereby they may love us again, 

I ſhall now ſearch further into the Scriptures 
the Goſpel praitiſe of Saints, in the virgin tt 
the Church, which ſhould be our prekdentsco fol 
concerning relief of poor Diſciples & Teachers 
ages i A 5 

Reliet was {ent according to each perſons 

MAGS 5. and determina fon, which 9 — to (ut 
both teachers and hearets, ſo that was not done 
ny humane law. 

Ad: 16. Lydia, out of her free love, cauſed the Diſcir 

15.34. —portake of her ſubſtance, and ſo did the Iaylor. 

Paul coveted no mans ſilvet nor gold, but hisk 
miniſtred to his neceflitics, (he being a Tent-n 
| and ſhews from our Lord, that i: is more ble 

As 78.3. give, than to receive; lo aul lived not on the (mi 

eAAs 20. other mens |abours, but wreught to maintain hit 

35. &c. and ſupply the wauts of others, and brought a 

AAs 24, his Nation; ll which ſtands In oppoſition to 

ced maintenance. 


God for his mercy, &c. which he further opens con- 


* 


* Goſpel Plea for Tyths, Kt. 23 

We ate taught to diſtribute umto ihe necc flity of | 
Saints,glven to hoſpitality, &c. & Rom. 15,7, 9. to re- Rm 12 
celve one another, as Chrift alſo received us to ke 
glory of God, and that the Gentiles might glorific 


= 


cerning their practiſe, verl.' 26, 27, not only by a 
profeſſion of holineſs, but alſo in doing govd to o- 
thers in want: being ſo led forth romake a diſtribu- 
tion, as diſtributing, or contributing of temporal 
things, by works of mercy anſwerable to what they 
profeſſed that asfai:htul Miniſters ſpare not to teach, | 
ſo converts ſhould be ready to impart and give, in all . 
which the ApoRtle neither commandeth, teacheth, or | 
practiſeth any humane vlolence. 

1 Cor. 4. 11, 2. Although Goſpel Teachers ſuffe- | 
red hunger, thirſt, and the lice, yet they were con- 1 
tented, labou ing wich their hands; not calling to F 
earthly Powers to lettle them a maintenance, but j4 
truſting God for corporal ſupplies, as ke ſhou!d move F 
the peoples hearts to give, not uſing that power from | 

od, as 1 Cor. 9. 4. &c. whereby he might have 14 
tealted and filled khimſc)f with the creatures, but ke is 
kept under his body in ſubjection, why? leſt having 1 Cor. 9. 
preached to 0; hers, Paul ſhould be a caſt away 27. 

2 Cor. 2. 17. Saith the old tranſlator, we are not 
as many which make Merchandiſe of he word ct Goc: 
c. Wherein it is evident, howthe true Apolijes ab- 
horred Preaching for hire, yet having nothing in poſ- 
ſeſſion ( as to call their own ) but the Churches did 
ſupply their wants, which Churches being in poverty, c 
4 acted willingly thereln ; firſt . 3 TE 
to the Lord, and then gave unto the Diſciples by the 
will of God, 2 Cor. 8. 1, 2, 3, 45. ſo it was not by 
the will of men, but there was a willing mind, verſ. 
12.14. working that equality, wherein the abun- 
dance of che teachers ſpiriruals ſupplycd che heat ers 

| B 4 wants, 


— . — n — —— — em 
, Fad 3 


5 'dſpel Plea for Tyths, &c.. 


wants, and the abundance of the hearers temporals . 


ſupplyed the teachers wants. | 

Cor, 16, At Corinth and Galatia they were taught to lay by 
1.2. in ſtore of the collection of Saims: how? not as 4 
men compel d them, but as God had prdſpered every 
one, and 2 Cor. 9. 5. Paul exhoris to this bounty in 
giving, not threatning or compelling, but la a lovely 
Goſpel manner, ꝛs every man purpoſed In his heart to 
do it chearfully; ia which he commends them for 
thelr liberal diſtribution, but gives the thanks to God, 
who led ttem f.rthrhereunto, 2 Cor. 9. 7, 8, 13, 15. 
In 2 Cer. 11.2, 3. Paul deſires to preſent the Church 
a chaſt Virgin, yet fears her adalcerating, therefore 
to ſtit them up in zeal, he ſhews hls love unto them, 
and how he had robbed, (or neglected the ſervice of ) 
othec Churches aufuy v F, accipiens ſtipendium, 
taking Wages, Salary, or corporal ſupplies of thoſe 

* Cor. 1. other Chuches, yet did Preach or dolervice at Co- 
g,8. rinh. 
| Phil. 2. 25. Epaphroditus (the Phillippians Mel- 
ſenger ) did Miniſter to Pauls wants; not pay him 
Tyths or a ſetled Maintenance; and the Church did 
communicate to his afflictions, ſending once and a- 
gain, as a gift not upona yearly b:rgain and contratt, 
but intime of need freely. 

i Tleſ. 2. 9. The Apoſtles laboured night and 
day, tarher thanthey would be chargable to any, which 
holds fortb four things. ! irtt, they were tar from | 
Hirellags to Preach the Goſpel. Secondly, they 
wculd not eat and live upon other mens labours, 
T hicdly, hereby It is cvIdent, that it is not unfit, er 
unlawful fora Goſpel Miniſter to work and tak ho- 
neft pains with his body. Bourthly , they thereby 
left a Preſident of thoſe Virgin times unto us of 
their praiſe, who were true Goſpel Miniſters, and 


although they kad a power from God to take of their 
hearers Pt 
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yet they would not do it, becauſe of leaving 
4 to follow. 
now ſeelng that Divine matter in Scriptures 
ds ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay aſide 
weight, &c, is it not the Lords work to undo 
heavy burdens, and to let the oppreſſed go free,and 
yebreakevery yoak ? Let true Miniſters look un- 
eſus our Law-maker, who endured the croſs, and 
not aſham'd of his poverty in temporals, thatſo 
may not faint In their minds, but truſt to him 
a Maintenanee. 
h Iceme next to anſwer ſuch humane matter which 
e m Prynne layes down for hls plea, to uphold 
1, ths and a ſetled Maintenance for Miniſters, 
P Page 20. He pleads, if Minifters be poor, they 
, be contempt ible, and leſs authoratative to the peo- 
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aſwm He learn'd not this from Chriſt, who 
e poverty, andſolived poor in temporals ; for 
ichesand outward pomp is eyed by the world, ſo 
it came in oppoſitlen thereunto, yet bids us 
of him, Mat.1:. 29. who left us theſe examples 
- Part of his ſufferings; which the Apoſtles like- 


t, Faid partake of, yet in all this poverty many were 2 Cor.8*g, | 
e rich, wherein Chriſt our Law. maker,and his 2 Cor. 6. | 
d alles, (the Goſpel Planters) neither ſought for 10. 


ch nor humane authori'y to inſult over che people; 
m It Miniſter which ſeeks to be rich, and bear autho- 


ry Per the people, hath not any Goſpel warrant for , 


s. Pra iſe; neither doth God chuſe rich men for 
r Foutward pomp, but the poor, rich in faith: yea 
- Ppoftle bids the man of Cod flee theſe things as 
yy P<belng content with food and raiment, 2 Tim. 


d We 29. Hereckons up large expenſes of Books, 
is Education, Terme of Tears, &c. to fit man for 
rs Pialitry. Auſw. 


I Tim. 6. . 


15 
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Iſa. 58+ 6. 


2. 5. 
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Anſw. All theſe make a carnal man no mot 
tual, than a new ſuit of aparrel will make a de 
to live again: Indeed humane learning may 
as a ſervant to attend in the ſpitjtual work, but 
ty unfit for maſterſhip to command, yet n 
ſtrong opinlons of it, as it none were fit tor the 
try but humzne learned men; whereas Paule: 
on at Gemalicls feet made him no Apoſtle, 
call of God, As 22. 3, 4. Neither was Moſe: 
from his Court breeding in Phar«ohs Houſet 


| 
Prophet, but from being a Shepherd, | 
Den. 34. Page 41. And other places, he much ini 
'F 10. gainſt Souldiers, Trades-men, and Lay- ma 
| Exod. 3. 1. Preiching, terming them ignorant Aſſes, | 
10. underſtand not Rhetorick, and Elloquence. 
| Anſw, In this he parallels the Jewiſh Rulenſ * 
| As 4.13, looked on the Apoſtles to be id\\@Tar, Idi ® 
norant and unlearned men, calling the people t 
confeſſed Chriſt, accurſed, Tohn 4. 48,49. f 
the Pharlſces and Rulers had belleved on hin * 
proud, rich fleſh, that was in power, had Ingre ch 
wiſdome of God unto it ſelf, and ſo held it un 
Fiſhermen, and o;her Tradeſ- men, ſhould firſt lo 
in Chriſt, and then declare to others whatthf h. 
learned or received from him, Pa 
IndiverleP ages 28 11.178. &c. he pleu de 
murative juſtice, how Minlſters ſhould kave but 
pence, as o her Merchants and Tradeſ-men; u de. 
ter and ſell one commodity for another. pi 


Anſw. See what breaks forth unawares ,if 41 
deſcribes his Tradeſ-men, who Merchandiuf ferſ 
letter, what is learned by hearſay , but leſt} Lor 
a” | be judged envious, Iſhall leave kis expre ſſio back 
is judltious Reader. ny c 
15 Page 44. Me tells us, that Minifters ate if Verne 
called by immedine inſoiration of God, am 
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Rudy night and day for what they Preach. | 
 An{w. See how he is oppoſite to Scriptures, which Iael. 2. 28. 
declare the abundant flowing forth of the Spirit In Afs.2.17. 
the latter dayes : Gods mountain to be exalted, and Mica. 4. 1. 
he wricing his Law in Peoples hearts, and all taught Ier. 31.33. 
of God, the Fountain opened for ſin and unclean- 
eil neſs; and the falſe Prophets to be aſhamed of their | 
, viGons, neither ſhall they wear a rough Garmentto 
* deceive, Zech. 13. 1, 4. yea more is promiſed by 
teil the flowings forth of Gods Spirit, ( which muſt be 
immedlate from him, ) to be done in theſe latter 
wall $ayes, than of any other times: and the Apoſtle  - 
tells us, if any man have not ihe Spirit of Chriſt he Rom. 8. 9. 2 
g ls none of his; whence note, if a man have this Spi ria 4 
n onſt be immediate from God, ſeeing man can- 
ulenl not give it; but if he have i: not, hen ſuch a one can- 
jon not be a Miniſter of Chriſt, for he is none of his ; 
ple therefore thoſe Miniſters not Iimmedi. tely fitted: an d 
len forth by this Spirit, are not of God, but of 
nia mens ſending, and how can they do the work of him 
that never ſet them? 
When Chriſt called his Apoſtles, chen they fol- 
lowed him, when he ſent them forth to Preach, 
they had authority co go and not before; and when 
Paul was called of God, and had Jeſus Chriſt re- Gol. i, 16. 
vealed in him, he conferred not with fleſn and blood, 
baut went to preach the Goſpel unto the heathen; and 
we find no where that a ceſſatlon ſhould be ot this 
Spirit, although the man of fin hath a longtime 
darkned the truth, and few have come forth inthe 
ul berſecuting times by this ſpiritual power, yet the 
let Lords Arme is not ſhortned, Hor his Spirit drawn 
-Cronlſ back, but be hath manifeſted himſelt herein, by ma- 
ny called forth to warn and forewarn, Rulers, Go- | 
art} lernonrs, and others, in theſe latter dayes, of which 8 
4, lam to glye notlee ſrom the Lord, That 1 *. 
* ourt 
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Fi fourth day of the third moneth'( called My) laſt, 
2 1660. God ſhewed me that thoſe Meſſengers ( cal- 
| led Quaker :) was ſent forth by him, and were to be 
Luke 9. 1. owned as ſuch. 1 
| Chriſt Jeſus Commiſſionated His Twelve Apo- 
| ſtles ro Preach, c. when he was with them in 
fleſh, yet they did not continue Preaching upon 
that authority after his death, but received a new 
; commiſſion after his Reſurrection, when the veſ- 
| ſcl o“ his body had been broken, and the Spirit which 
NM 13.18. filled it wis to be ſhed abroad, all power being gi- 
I 


I: ven unto him, he then authorizeth them as a riſen 
4 conquerer, to go forth, yet they muſt not execute 
this commiſſion until it was ſealed by the Spirit of 
promiſe, which he ſhed on them abundantly, Ad ,, 
g 10. 38. Epheſ. x. 13. Tit. 3. 6. but this they c 
Adr 1. 4 muſt walt for at Teruſalem, until the Lords time, th 
* Ad, 2. 1, Which they received at the day of Pentecoſt ; where} || 
A we may obſerye, how they waited in ſilence for this e 
Spirit, not x unuing forth to Preach upon a humane 
call, no not upon che firſt Commiſſion, although 
Chrilt gave it them, but they muſt carry for a x 
new, to Preach a Chriſt riſen from the dead, and oh 
riſen by his ſpiritual power in their hearts, when p, 
THE POWER OF GOD, had overpowered the . 
Creature, | 1 

At Page 60 He ſtrives further, to makethelt 1. 
examples in time of Temple Worlhlp to be preli-f fin 
dents unto us, as to have the Souldiers give the tenth Ge 
of the ſpoile unto the Prieſts now, as they did them I qu 
tell ing us, it was the opinien of Divines, Councils, All 
and Canoniſts, at his 70, Page. | | 

Anſw, The opinions ot thoſe, might be men 
| that would ſhare in the benefit thereof, and ſuch 
tf 9 would ſeek their ga ln from their quarter, pleading 
1 75 ſa. 36. 11. for their own ends, but for this we have no Goſpe 
ll Th example; 
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example; ye there may be a plot, for if the Souldiers 
could be drawn to give the tenth part of the ſpoile 
umo the Prieſts, then it was not for the poor far- 
ner to contend, ſeeing the Prieſts Power might e- 
o- qualize the Popes, in Peters Keyes, and Pauls Sword; 
25 what could not be effected for the Priefls one 
on | way, the Sword might compel it another way; but 
everlaſting praiſes be to God who hath kept England 
el·¶ ont of this condition, 
ich Page. 88. He terrifies * wich fears and dan- 
zi ers, it they refuſe to pay Tyths, alledging what be- 
| Feroboam In fix evils, for ſpoillng the Prieſts and 
ate Levices poſſeſſion. 
ol Anſw. He in ſo doing oppoſed the Law of God, 
lc: and ſo the Lord puniſhed him accordingly 3 but 
hey} Chrift gave us no law for ſuch a Maintenance, 
NC, | therefore our ſin would be the greater if we ſhould 
ere pu it, and three evils would be committed: as pa- 
this Falling Ferahoams practiſe, firſt he went the wrong 
ane way of Worſhip, and ſo do thoſe that own ſuch to 
vob} be Goſpel Miniſters, which are not called of God 
thereunto, yet force a Maintenance for them, con- 
trary to the Goſpel practiſe ; Secondly, He made 
Prieſts of the worfer people, and ſo do thoſe tha: 
take ſuch Minifters which are hut carnally minded, 
and Preach for gains. Thirdly, He ſhut out the 
Lords Prieſts, and ſet up Priel: of his own chu- 
fing 3 and ſo do they that refuſe Teachers called of 
God, becaule they are I radef-men, and ſer up of 
hem their own cholce, becauſe they have hum anelearning, 
All which cauſed ruin on Feroboam's Poſterity; and 
this am to give warning unto England's Powers, 
that until Tyths and other 1 be taken a- 
"ys way, and Gods Laws made our Laws, both wich- 
uns, and without us, the Lord will keep overrur- 
ning, and bring deſolation if there be no amend- 
ment. | Page 
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| Page 113. He again ſets forth his Miniſtry 
it 3 and that accordindly they ſhould hay 
ire. E 
Tohnio,13- Anſw. See his cwa confeſſion, and a HirelingF,;, 
care:h not for the Sheep, but for the fleece and galns;F 5 
yet we agree to maintaln thoſe Mlniſters which God 
ſends, and the Salnts own, belag called, and re- 'd 
warded according to Goſpel Law; but to Force, þ, 
Compel, Pull, Tear, Impriſon,Perſecnte, &c. 2. 
bout Religion to make Chriſtians, by bringing them 
jaro ſuch a ſet form, and then to do the like to hurry | - 
them. into that form, or elſe to puniſh thoſe that re. 
fuſe it, was never taught us in Scriptures, 
Page 138. He ell; us there are three, ſorts of |. 


Prieſts, Firſt, every ſanctiſied Chriſtian for his fa- 

mily. Secondly, The publick (or nxfonal Prieft) F 

1hlrdly,Chrift Jeſus, * 
Anſw If a man be ſanctified to act as a Pi leſt ia 


his Family, where did God forbid him to do the 
lice amongſt other believers ? the holy Shoſt tell 
us how the ſanctified ones are3 royal Prieſt- hood 
Rove! 16. Which ſhould ſhew forth Gods Praiſes : yea King 
Re: © 10, 20d Pri-its o Reign wich him on Earth; Jo chef, 
an makes no ſuch diſtinction, as V. P. doth,buth 
by the Holy Ghoſt la forms us, how all che Saiay 
have liberty to propheſie ( or Preach) one by 
one. of 
The Verb iZzyyiaaw Anunio or Pradico, ligh 
nĩ fieth to Preach, Shew, Tell, Publiſh, or Declare; 
and thus the Privt-hood of Saints ſhould (hew of 
Gods Pralſes, &c, and this may be done two wach. 
Firſt, by ſpeaking, Secondly, by writing ; and tag, 
W. P. would not have every ſanRified Chriſtians 
do publickly, but the Pariſh Prieſt ſhould do; grit 
according to his own law, If none but pariſh Pricing 
may ſhew or declare rheſe things in publick, tig 
W 


1 Pet. 2.5, 


VN. Goſpel Plea for Tyths, &c. 


V doth he declare them publickly by writing, ſee- 
Aeg he makes no ſuch profeſſion to be a pablick 
Mien: Thou art in excuſable Oman fer where- 
Fo cou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thy 
1 
Wy Page 145. He 22 anſwer William Thorps 
zument; how in the times of the Apoſtles, and 
Yr 100. or 300, Years after, they received no 
Fyths for Preaching, but lived upon the peoples alms 
nd voluntary contrlbutions. - 

Avſw. This P. cannot deny, but uſetheya- 
afions and Rories to ger from it, yet none of them 
re. In can contradict fr, but that William T horp ſayes 

ze In lt, which agrees with Scriptures, for the A- 
d Nogles did ſo in what they took by alms and vol un- 
ry contributlon, but no compulſion by any hu- 
ell) ane law whatſoever was then uſed ; ſo the new 
ivice for Setling and forceing a Maintenanee for 
"Miniſters was none of the foundation upon Chriſt 
je Corner tone; but when Antichriſt crept in, he 
vphe the Prieſts, Pride, Idleneſs, and Fulneſs, 
ſch could not be malntain'd but by covetouſneſs 
. loppreſſion; ſo firſt they obtain'd a ſetled Main- 
0 e, and after that by degrees, gain*d a power al- 
h b1 toinforce it bv violence; all which was againſt 
Wh: Goſpel praiſe. 
ne by His-Bock having two parts, I have done with the 
Wit, and now come to the ſecond, to view ſome 
„ ſt Pane matter therein! alſo contained, yer ſome- 
[ar lag he hath by way of appendix about Melcheſe- 
och and his proof is the opinions of Petrus Cuxeus 
va Grfith, Williams, which being but Opinion I 


000 


1d til Wave it. 

nimm A Page 7. He Is about Authors, Fathers, Hi- 
n eles, and other humane Writers, old and new to 
Prager his plea, yea he proceedeth to Pagan Ro- 
2 099 | mans 


nl 


Rom 2 1. 


Efpheſ. 2. 


10. 


2 Pet.z 16 


Troopers hold their Horſes with Bits and Rri 
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mans, Heathcns Arabiant, Carthaginians, &c., 
ling us, page 1 1. hom thoſe that yowed their T 
to Jupiter, Apollo, &c, in doing of it had a pla 
tiful crop, and page 12. tells of Demoſtens the Pay 
who teproved thoſe that did rob ( the faignedyy 
deſs) Minerva, of her tenths, &c. and of tent 1 
Apollo and Diana, with the Temple and Alt 
for her worſhip, running dlyers pages on this 
count, | | 

Anſw. Theſe things are far froma Qoſpel ple 
more fitter to be reprehended, than recorded: 
Chriſtians to take examples by, ſeeing the Seriptuſ 
ſhould be our guide. 

Page 22. He pretends a ſeiled Maintenance 
Miniſtty, from the Creatlon to this preſent ; and ii 
it muſt be by Tyths. 1 

Anſw. He now contradicts himſef in whatY 
granted; that in the Goſpel planting no Tytks v 
paid amongſt Chriſtians for the firſt 200. or; 
Years, neicher do we read in Scriptures thate 
Tyths were ſetled or commanded of God until P 
Livi:ical Law; and then he gave that order unto, 
Jews only, and to no other, which was many hl 
dred years after the Creation, until which tin 


read of none that paid Tyths, but Abraham once | 


voluntary act, by way of congratulation, when 


Jen 14. 18 cheſedech brou; ht bread and Wine, and ble ſſed i Mn 


but herein we may behold, how hewreſts the Sci. 
tu es, according to the Apoſtles expreſſion. + 

Page 26. He proceeds to tell us how Tyths e, 
be intorced upon refuſers by coerclye Laws, & 5 


ty 
* 
＋ 


: hy 


and quickned with Spurs, when lazie; and as$ 
herds thetr Sheep wich doges and hooks, &c. 

Anſw. By this we may ſee what cruelty rat 
creatures would uſe one towards another," 
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igher Powers would ſuffer it, as appears by hie 
reſſions, even as to Horſes, c. Surely the man 
nh torgers himſelf what he ſaw once and ſuffered under 
prelacy, thac now by a humane Law, would thus 
 Tyrannize over his fellow creatures, without any 
WS authority from the Lord; remember that place, Mat. 
18.28. Icis hard meaſure when a man releaſed out 
of Priſon, ſhall begin to pull his fellow by the throat, 
and ſhew no compaſſion, 
Page 43. He prelents us with a Catalogue of 
cc} Erglands Laws made for Tyths , which have been ma- 
Oy. 
Anſw. What was done in times of Ignorance God 
J vincked at, but when he ſhines upon a Nation by 4g, 
I the clear Golpel Light of Chrift, he wills men to 20 
repent, and come our of that darkneſs. It was for- 
merly with England, as to Iſrael in Egypt, under 
J dack difpenſations ; and although Foſeph of Arima- 
thea might plant a true Church here, yer Antichrift 
bon crept In, as appears by the after ſetting up of 
Pifery, and compulſion unto ſer forms by the Cler- 
, dere condemned the witnefles in ſeveral ages 
God raiſed up againſt ſuch traditions, ſenten- 
cin them for Hereticks; the Clergy Power over- 
17 Hias in Councils, Syaods, Sc. Whereby they 
lulted over Governours, and Magiſtrates preten- 
Ring to have Peters Keyes in remitting, and fading 
No Hell at their pleaſures fo that where oppofition 
$25 made againſt cham, chey perſecuted, making 
m Jagiſtratesoften times as their ſlaves, being over- 
 Myed as Pilate was by the High Pprick in cru- 
Aying Chriſt, of which things the Apoſtle foretold, 3 
grievous Wolves ſhould offend the Church. As 20. 
Formerly Englands layery was in much Ignorance 29. 
eures, the then Clergy agreeing, chat Lay 


17. 


* 
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ſo concerning things of Religion, the Clergy ſwayed 
as they liked, a though Kings and Parliamens 
made Laws, yet no Law would be allowed of by 
them, agzioſt Prieſtly Power and Maintenance: 
yer afterwards when the light did ſhine more forth in 
Queen Elixabeihs dayes; things of worſhip muſt be 
doe as the (ergy would have It, fo take away the 
Poplſli Power, and Ma(s- Book, If a prelatical pow. 
er may remain, and the Diana of T yths continue; 
and how did the late uſurping Protector, congluth 
nate the Clergy unto himſelf, but by augmenting 
their Maintenance, and continuing the old Laws to 
As 19, 
14. inforce the ſame, by Tyths, &c. as formerly. 
Fchu boaſted to Tehonadab of his zeale, deſtroyed 
the Houſe of Ahab, and flww Baals Prophets, yet 
2 King. 10. he would not truſt Gad with his cauſe in the people 
I. 15. Worſhip to go up to Ieruſalem, but left the Calves 
ver. 2.29. in Dan and Bethel, as the old ſnare unto Tſrae! fron 
the time of Terobozm 1 King. 12. 26, 27, 28. % 
Prelacꝝx would demoliſh Popery, and Presbytey 
would overthrow Prelacy, conditionally an outw 
2 powei may hold, & the old Setled, Forced, ; 
piſ alntenance continue, for they dare not truly ; 
od in this calc of Maintenance, taking it in the putt Þ 
Goſpel manner, by a free contribution, as the Apo ,, 
ſtles cook it, buc they will go beyond the Lord any v, 
his Stewards, and Embaſſadours which himſelf ing g. 
ployed in his Goſpel work, | 
Note Reader, this ſad ſtory of Religion, he 
Tehu's praRiſe is ſtill followed, where ſucha MiniR 
will eat & deſtroy the name of one another, as 7 
did the Houſe of Ahab, and yet he and other Kit 
in Iſrael to continue the fins of Ieroboam, ſo for J 
Lacy to eat out Popery, and Presbyteys to eat o 55 
Prelacy, &c. and yet the Idol of Tytks to continuiſ the 
which draws ſo many unto that office; what 6 Dir: 
hls but Leh i practiſe till concſaued? © J. 


34 


3 Pr 


» = 
——— 


No Goſpel Plea forTyths, GC. | 35 


el I confeſs ſince Queen Elxabcibt time, many 
Ws things have been ſweetly manite ed, and divers v jt 
by neſſes according eo the preſent diicovet ics have given 
ce: foreh their Teſtimonics: but to be wondred ary, we 
= may obſerve, that mi hin theſe laſt twenty vears chere 

hath been more diſcoveries made t Golpi hy ſte- 
the rics, thin was by all the EAgI Chertgy, for iiva 
OW- : 


hundred years beſorc, unto which werk 1.0: many 1 Cor. 1. 


* mighty were called, but God made vic of weak low 2“: &c. 
we inftruments for this purpoſe, ſo that oppe ſers may 
ring 


like thoſe deſpileis, wonder at this gecat work of Ad, 13. 
vs 10 God. 41 
Yet V. P. Is not aſhamed to ſe: them forth by g 


oyet the Nomes of Fryzrs, Teſuits, Seminary» Pricſts, 
» YOU Seekers, Gifted Brethyen, Dippcrs, «Quakers, News 


Lights, Troopers, Souldiers, Mechaniks, Auatap- 
tiſts, Imploua, Atheiſts, Buff Preachers, Antitri- 
vitarigns , eAntiſcruurians , Blaſphcmons Scctarics, 
Hereticks, New ]/untinates, Ranters, Tiincsy, Pro- 
dicants, Inſpired Brethren, &c. As may appear in 
almonft tory Pages, In his firſt part, 36.41.43. 
5.81.98. 192+ 116 117.119 120.131. 133.134. 
15. 143. &c. And in his ſccond part the Title 
| Page, anc Pages there, the 3. 22.44.37 47.52. 
66. 74.8 1. 87. 90.96. 116.126 127.141. 147 Ce 
Venting himſelf again the People of God, iu which , , 
"I keimmitates the coverous Phariſces that derided Lute 16. 
Chciſt ; ( and v hat is done to believers, is as done 14. i 
to their Maſter, Mat. 25. 40. 45. ) They called his Mark 6.3: 
Pedigree to account, Is not this the Carpenter 
belng offended at him, yea both the Prieſts and 
Temple Captain was grleved becuuſe Peter and Ad 4.1. 
the Fiſhermen taught the people. 2. 
ur what if we find a traitorous ſudas amongſt 
the Twelve, and Simon the Sorcerer amongli the 4; 8. 9. 
4 Diſciples Baptiſed : Is it equity to call them all 1 z. 
_—_ ſuch? 


— 
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Mat. 7. 1 2. royal Law, whatſocyer yo would that men ſhould di 


| 0 g a1. 15.6. 
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ſuch ? or what if a Seminary Prieſt creep in amongſt 
thoſe called oy nah or a Ieluit takes upon him 
the form of a Baptift? There is no juſticerore- 
proach the whole ſociety with the names of Sorce- 
rers, Tramors, Teſurts,&c. or if a Whoremaftcy ſhould 
be found in his Pariſh, he would not think hiw an 
honeſt man that ſhould affirm they were all ſuch; 
Therefore it had been better to have kit learned the 


to you, do ye EVEN SO 20 them &c. 

Page 60. He yields there was no penal Laws in- 
forcing Tyths, in the primitve and pureſt times of 
the Goſpel, for 300 years after Chriſt, yet he e- 
vades this, by telling us, there was no preſident in 
Scriptures for High Courts of Tuſtice, Martial 


c. 

Anſw. It ſeems by his Anſwer to tke ObjeQion 
page Gr. that ke underſtands not the difference be. 
twixt a Law for ſpiriiual things made by the Lord, 
and a Law for temporal things made by the creatur .; 
Concerning ſuch Courts that reach but to the bod} 7 
and eſtate, the Power of a Natlon may let up, fe f 
they be not oppre ſſive, although there is no Scriptun . 
for it; as 2 National power may make a Law fir 
repalring of high wayes, and puniſh offenders tha 1 
refuſe to do the ſame; but this is no warrant there 
fore, that the powers of a Nation may amend, 0 
change the wayes of God, where his Goſpel way b! 
free contribution for Miniſters, that men (houldb 
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luch a caſe, amend or change the ſame way to T yt 1 
and a ſetled Maintenance: hence then obſerve, tl 72 
where the Lord hath made a law, or left us preſiden 1 
or examples what to do in ſpritual duties, ft Is all Qu 
gether unſafe for man to pull down Geds Law, l In 
ſet up a humane Law,dolop as the Ie, which mas be of 
che Commandment of Goo, of pone Ste 

1 


No Goſpel Plea for Tyths, &c. 37 
traditlon, therefore as the true Miniſterial work ls Y 
tte Lords, and isa ſpiritual work, ſo let that ſpirl- 
tual God command it, and by his Law rule and go- 
uern It; but what Is temporal, and given to the crea- 
| ture, let man content himſelf therewith, not reach» 
Id ing beyond the power which God hath given him. 
Page 8 2. He tells us Tyths are no burthen, grie - 
vuuce, or oppreſſionto thoſe that pay them, &. 
the Anſw. They are a burthen and grievance to the 
dd } conſcience, to act in paying Tyths agalnſt the Goſpel 
Law, and Goſpel praQlie, tor thereby many true 


i} alnts are forced to fin againſt God, & thelr conſci- 

$ol ences, in giving away tho tenth part of what they 

et} have toyled for, or elſe they ſhall not enjoy their Prov. 18 
in outward quietneſs, and a wounged ſpirit whe can 14. 

mh} bear; and the o preſſion allo is exceſſive; for if a 
Ys have Land worth 3. 5. the Acre by the year, 


which he clears and impreyes upon his own meer 
- be charges, to beſtow 10, 5, the Acre in coſt and labour 
upon it, the Tyth-takers will have the tenth of it all, 
if there be but his led again, and ſo therein he takes 
boch _ of all.the charge, of all the ſervants labours 
the Cattels labour, of all other charges, and ofthe; 
fa ſeed Tythed the year before, Sc. 
tal age 36. He tells us hat abollſhing Tbs whl be 
SO} no caſe to Tenantt, hut gains to Landlords, who 
thereupon will raiſe their Rents, | 
Anſw. This contains a ſum of his ſixt Query, 
Ind is there enlarged, 
| Page 113. He tells us that Tyth oppoſers do ſe 
not out of P7ety or Conſcience, but meerly from Baſe 
"| (,ovetons Carnal Hearts. 
Anſw. This he aſſerts here, and then in his elght 
Query demands if ic be not ſo. 
In divers places he pleads the . of Tycks, to 
de of old ftanding, and therefore to be continued. 
. S nn 


I, 


J. uke 1.27 


Luke 15.1. 
2. 
Mark 16. 


Exod. 3.8. 
T,;de 6. 17. 


Jer. 18-18. 
Acts 6.1 2. 


- preſent condicion, Who ſhews his eſteem of forme! 
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Anſw. Drunkeincſs may be proved from Noah; 
Adultery trom David: TIdo'atry from Solemons time, 
o. yet they are not good becaule they are old: 
but if he had (aid the antiquity, (or oldneſs) of Po- 
ten; Tytbe, and ihe Maſs-book, makes them good, 
his plea had been as weighty, 

He complains that thoſe, which he ſo often re. 
p: oacheth, have not wrote againſt Teſuits, Roms E. 
miſ/orics, &c. 

eAnſw. He h ving no juft p'ea againſt them, 
would new culuminate their perſons deviling devis 
ces to ſta in their reputation, by Teſuits, &c. asthe 
Tewsdidto Tercmiah, and Steven: but the pure peo- 
ple of God own no Ten(ir, &c. yet poſſible it is for 
ſuch a one to creep ln, aud not be found out at pre- 
ſent, yea to have divers falſe Members, form in 
the outward, and not difcovered (uddainly, as Tudy 
among ſt the twelve, Simcon the Sorcerer amongf 
the Diſciples, &c. fo to have deccivers creep i 
with the people of God is no new thing, 

He often Rikes at one Tohn C anne by reproaches, 
ſcoffs, &c. upbraiding him by belng aft exciſe man, 
&c. 

Auſw. I know neither of you by face, but my 
not an Exciſ: man be a Diſciple as well as a Cu- 
ſtome-taker: I is evident how God looks pon tht 
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works both good and bad, Fyek. 18. 26, 27, And 
when the Lord will rec. ive F ublicans in mercy, w 
ſhould the (elf juſtifying Phariſecs, blame him 
cauſe they hed been ſinners ? Mary Magdalen was 
finuer, but the ſeven Devils belng caſt our, ſhet 
came a true convert unto whom Chriſt firſt appear 

ed after he was rilen from the dead. 
What if I had been a Shepherd lice Moſes, A 
Threſher of Wheat like Gedeon , a Plow = llk 
- 3 TW 10% 


No Goſpel Plex for Tyths, Nc. 9 
Eliſha, 1 Rind 19. 19. A Herd-man like Amos, 7, 
14435. A Tent-maker like Paul; a Fiſher-man like 
Peter, Fames, and Fohn ; yea if I were a Cobler or a 
Tinker, mult I net therefore obey Gods call, to an- 
ſwer V. P. becauſe cf an outward mean imploy- 
ment? The Prieſts and Phariſees liked well of Paul, 
when he took thelr parts in perſecuting, but becoming 
aconvert, they were like mad men againtt him: The 45; 22.4; 
fleſh of Dives was richly clad and fed, looking loftily 22 
over the fleſh of Layaras 3 bur although fleih mates 
ſuck difference, God looks on high and low alike, to 
call unto, or impley in his work, be they Iews or Gen- 
tiles, Learned, ar Unlearned, he teſpects not Perſons, 
nor eyes his ſpiricual gifts any more to a Univerſivie 4%, 
Scholler, than to poor wretch that beggs at the door, © 
and if Gods call, and Gods ſpiricual gifts beſtowed, 3 te 
make the fitteſt Perfons tor Goſpel Miniſters, chen 
envy not mean men becaule they receive the ſame, let 
wr thine cye be evil, ſeeing God is good; as to make 
him, thav was leaſt, and laſt in learning, to be equal 14. 20. 
with the firſt, 14515 
Having paſſed his fecond part, he makes a Poſt, 
ſeript, how Canutus King ot Denmark, would have 
his people to pay Tyths, but his brother Olaf and the 
People refuſed, and ſlew Canntzs, but preſently fol- 
lowed a great ſcarcity of corn, c. 
Anſw. God ſometimes ſends judgmems on men 
after good performances, thereby to prove their fazth- 
fulneſs inthe work, as Fob 1. 5, 14. having Sacrifi- 
ced, had divers tydings of ſeveral miſeties to try him. 
Abraham lived with his kindred in Haran, and God 
did him depart thenceto Canaan, where he ſtayed but F 
a time, and then came a Famine, that he leftthat Feu. 12.2, 
Land, and went into Egypt where he denyed his Wite, &c. 
c. now the carnal man might reaſon it thus, A bra- 
hem was not content to live wich his Father, but * 
e 


10. 


4 e 
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ä — VEL ' AY 
'  beofanewſea in Cancen pretending God calld hat d 
chicher, bur now you may ſee God againſt him, did i 
ving him out thence into Egypt for a little viQualy 2, 
cc. ſo if the ſtory of Canutus be true, there mighthgſhi 
a work in lt, as In that of Abraham, which che natys . 
ral man perceives not. A 
Page 149. He ſets down kis admonition, & 
whoſe ſcofls and mocks tkerein, I ſhall leave to e 
Chrifian beholder, who may confider whetker theſuth 
are badges of the fleſh or of the Spirit, demanding iu 
t 
J| 
rc 


queſtlon, whether mocks and malice, are ſuitable in 
rofeflor. | 
One thing I had almoſt paſſed by, which is the de 
ſcription of *. P's ſufferings in the front of bi 
book, wherein I note, firſt hls picture is ſer by his (ubf 3. 
ferings, which was neither the practice of Chriſt, nate 
hls Apoſtles, ſecondly, P auls ſufferings are ſet undetfhec 
2 Cor. 11, neath his ſufferings, yet I eſteem Pauls the worthicſtY 4 
23, Kc. Thirdly, verſes are added, as to illuſtrate the fhenferſ 
which the Apoſtles did not, but went away rejoyclnf, a 
that they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame fa 
Chsiſt IeſusrFourthly, on each (ide bls picture, ſtanaſa 
Add, 5, 41. à coat of Arms or Creſt,as if the ſnell, or the Creaturtþr, 
plcture therein, or ſuch like dead things did ſuffer alloge * 
which outward inanimate figures to ſet forth minſpꝛt 
ſufferings, have no warrant in Scriptures, nor any ſudpre, 
examples left us from Chriſt nor his Apoſtles. ll 
He concludeth with ten Queries made out of di 4 
matter in his Book, therefore a hort anſwer may ſer a 
to each of them, thus abreviated, 4 
x. He Queries, Ifdlvers poer Petltioners agalolſke 
Tyths, are not fitter to be puniſhed as factious, rhaien 
encouraged as zealous, cc. 07 
Anſw- Gods Goſpel Law, doth not allow TH 
to us Geatile Churches, therefore thoſe that oppc 
chem,ſhew the more loyalty to our Lord and bis La . 
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ky | 75 » = 
kink; which they ought not to be puniſhed, but encoura2 
dla for their obedience. © WY | 
I., He Querles if Petit ionert againſt Tyths be 
kibebteceater enemies co the Miniſters, than the Tyths, 
dad fo fitter to be baniſhed, e. ; 
Anſw. It he knows any to be ſo, let him dlſcover 
&them, and their envy fall upon themſelves; It is the 
eaclford ſearcheth the heagr, and will reward accordingly ey iꝝ .de: 
their here he ſhews his own envy and cruelty , firſt ne 
 thiuerles, and then glves judgment, be fore he knows 
e in ether it be tkus or not, whoſe ſentence is perſecuter 
ke, from before in puniſhment, he is now come to 
e deffaniſhmcne: O Sir the Goſpel work is a work of 
if klſhercy, 
s (ul © We Queries if there be not above 100, Religi- 
„ nous Perſons, c. lyable to pay Tyths, and deſire 
e continuance thereof. 
Anſw, I queſtion not but above 100, Religious 
erſons joyned with Aaron in the Calf, all which made 
oF, no God, and there might be above 100. Perſons Exod. 3 2. 
quality conſent to Fehu for continuing the Idols in : 
Wn and Bethel, which they could plead antiquity _, 2 
$c, as ſome have dane for Tyths, yet all theſe and 2 Ring 10. 
Fewiſhtraditions, were againſt the Lord, ſo it is 29 : 
wt the Number, Goodneſs, orwiſdome of the Crea- Mark 7+ 3« 
Are, will make ſuch a Law good, which Gods Law &c. 
lll not hold forth. 
4. He Queries if the downs fall of Tyths, will not 
F 3 breach of Englands Charter, &c. 
Anſw. Concerning Free. men, Free- holds, or 
Pier Tenures, Cc. as alſo Cuſtomes, Mannors, 
ts, and the live In temporal things to a temporal 
and end, may be in Englands Charter, but for 
Tyne and Miniſters Malntenance, we have Gods 
8 er, which was made before, and according to 
LA, the fitſt Deed and Statute ſtands in force untl 


— woke — - 


1 


another 


Ne Goſpel Plea for Tyths,&c. 
another be made that commands or nulls the fom 
ſo here ts Gods G harter firſt by a Goſpel Law, wife 
allows no Tyths, nor any ſetled Maintenance) 

* Goſpel ers, but Peoples free contribution u 
long before Englanids Chatey, from whence Tt 
clude, he that enforceth ſyths on Gentle Chure | 
makes a breach in the Goſpel Charter, and as 
pretends he that refuſeth to pay Tycks, breaks IF! 
lands Charter, which I cloſe with that of the Apdlif® 

AFs 4.19, whether it be right in the ſight of God to hearken 
you, more than unto God; Judge ye. * 
5. He Querles if John C anne and other Tyth of ; 
ſers, ſhould not have proved their proceeding ai 
Tyths by Scriptures, &c. 1 
Anſw, The Lord hath called me to do it. th 
6. He Qucties it Tyths be taken away, whelf © 
they my not be doubled in other Taxes, or rail 
Land-lords Rents, gc. d 
Anſw. It mitters not, for the goods It ſelf, we 
not upon ihat, but the {in and ſnare it brings uppd! 
in paying it to ſuch a uſe and end, both again. 
Goſpel Law, and our own conſciences, let the 
doubled or trebled In a temporal work, I hope Sil & 
will not regard that, if God be not diſhonoured ił A 


Y. 
7. Hecalls Tythe deniers, giddy pated, & 
and quer les if ic be not a moſt arrogant. inexcu 
high Preſumptlon, & c. of ſuch, adding ſomerhlt 
his o'd matter about Abrabim; and of Gods 
tuting them, Cc. 4 
AnſwThis query is but Abbreivate of his long 
about Abrahams paying Tythes, & c. which was, 
anſwered before, therefore I ſhall avoid T auto 
only this I ſhall remind you of, Firſt how ne = 
Abraham ever pald Tyches before the Leviticali 4 
being once done in a Voluntary way,ſecondly haſh. 
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| eople In the Werld was ever commanded of God to 
nung Tythes, bur the Jews only, thirdly how the Vir- 
lon wh Goſpel Churchs never tock Tyrhes of any, or 
ce 1 Did any, nor demanded any; fourthly how there was 
urdkind of ſetled 21 aintenancethen for any Goſpel Mj- 
as ers: fifthly note how forcing unto forms, and com- 
2s Illing of Maintenance, were al from Roa e, whcnthe 
Ada heaſt like power got the Victory, ſixchly ſee how far 
ken Mili Pronne is from 2a Goſpel plea, that hath no 
zoſpel wharſcever to prove that which hepretends. 

8. He quert les of Faith and pietyin Tyt he reſuſers, 
„ . bur ends with a farther milery then puniſh. 
> * ents, and Baniſhment; he alſo runs much upon 
{braham voluntary act of giving T ythes, queſtior.mg 
oppeſers may not come to Hell Torments for 


yth of 


whe 


raile "IR Faich and piety conſiſt not ina work oppo. 


te to the Goſpel ; but thele things he aſſerted betore, 
d now he queries if it be not ſo: yet thus much L 
ay tell him, that men may poſſibly ſeem to have 
zich and piety, yer be without it: neither can he or 
J know what Principle a man acts from, in ſeein 
Bis cuiſide, ſo we caanct tell him what Faith — 
ety is within others, | 
9 He queries if Tythes oppoſing be not imagina- 
fraud, coveteuſnels, c. 
Aſw. To tell him this, we muſt know mens 
de jnfÞearts, which God only can diſcover: bur if any act 
0, or do deny them on that account, Iheartlly wiſh 
MP AGE well known, that the godly who cannot pay 
vas forced Maintenance without finning againſt the 
told td, and making a breach In his Royal Goſpel char- 
none ind wounding thelr own confclences, might not 
al cenſured becaule ſome do diſſemble. 
% lle queries what danger may come on the Na- 
ö o i Tyihs ſhould be taken away; yet ends wich a 
— C2 CARL L "=" ſcoffe 
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F f. How ſuch Tytho oppoſers, may be int 
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Anſw. To take away Tyths would be the like d 
1 San. 5. 5. 28 ĩt was co tread on Dagons threſnold: or forllP* 
: Henry the d. to take away the Popes Supremacy, © 

Monaſtrles, Abbles, ec. from Poplſh uſes; | 


rerrifie People with dangers end fears, is no 
thing, for thus the Spies acted when Iſreal ſha 
Numb. 13. into Cauaan, which much diſmald the People: 
32. ſo now we have many thus hindering the glorlon . 
berty of the Sons of Ged, that like 7/yaels adverla 
at rebullding of the Material Temple, in formd 
Exf4.4+ 4 were a rebeſlious People. But God will havef 
22,13. work done, although Sanballa, and other En 
Neben. 2. ſcoſf at it, 
Thus have] I declared, an anſwer according u K 
ords leading me forth init: I muſt deliver (of 
what more, which God hath deſigned me to do, 
five and twenticth day of the 3d.month ( cally & 
1660, 
O Powers of England, the fountain of GodsV 
cy is ſtill open unto us, and his work Is upon they 
wherein he makes men inſtrumental in turning 
about, and hath tryed ſevetal parties in diag 11 
when Prebitery had groaned for Liberty under 
lacy, he at laſt obtaind ir, but then he ſought 
up himſelf, and thought much co grant that Libt 
to his fellow Creatures, which he groaned for 
another; ſo he being laid by, God ſet Indepenay, 
to work, who made a ſhew of righteouſnes like E 
im, but as the dew, it ſoon waited, and thelt day 
paſt alſo ; whereupon the Baptiſt party had thelr 
| who pcoving ſelf ſeekers like the former, *theiry 
2 $411,1 5, ſoon ended; yet all theſe, & c. before their day 
| to work at the wheel, ſeemd to ws, 


Sy) | A, 
ſolam, O thay I were made Judge lathe Lap, Yy 


Hoſea 6.4. 
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u Fiethe proecedings : howtheſe made ſhewslike lehr — Ri cl 
Hendab, but what was eſſected, of that pretend- ein 


ke *& woful experience can Teſtifie thereof, Tchu de- 2 Ring 
1cy Weed not from Teroboams Idolatry, nor did theſe 15,299 
11 their pride, and covetouſneſs which is Idola- Cor. 3, 5. 


h ks It is juſt with God to try men, ſo thereby he 
Secs them without excuſe 3 likewiſe it is his mercy, Mat.22. 24 
Pen one proves unfaitſull, or reſuſeth hls ſpiricual &c. 


orion on, to call In others, all which he hath done; 
rd $4201 is your day to be inſtruments in his hand, for 
"mm" Feing forth his glory and dolng his work, look there- 
"Ke to it, and remember what many of you have 
TJeught upon in times paſt to do, if erer you had ſuck 
liy;ſee now and conſider the things that belong unto 
0 
urs , and our peace, leſt our caſe become as Je- 
do, ent. Many talk of ſetling religion, who under- 
a it not; but where or how ean It be aftabliſht Luke 19. 
thout if it be not ſetled within the heart, and if it be 42+ 
ds! in there is no man can mend ſt, therefore It is not 
ard Laws or intorcements to an externall form, 
ine. mates a Chriſtlan 2 and concerning Tyths, If 
1 y man will voluntarily pay them till let him do it, 
, If he will give half he hath co his Miniſter, or 
k e his 8 
7 they will, ſo they do it freely; for the Saints 
a free miniſtry, & a free maintenance according 
ue pure Goſpel practiſe, but what Isotherwiſe is 
4 ure: nor can all outward inforcements, adde any 
1 of inward purity, morethen life can be detalned 
ral is expic Roar args þ | | 
bei the Goſpel maniſeſtatlon of God is clearer, ſo Meigs: 
ad mes in this come to a more glorlous Light, being 4. 5.16; a 
, z 
Fred to walk in à more perfe& obedience, nor 1 „, 
05 aluftfull eye, but a e no obſervation Lohn 4 515 


d Truch: to walk in lors 
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s common, any of theſe men uy do 
ook 


Places, but in ſplrit 


1 uſing no filthineſs, jeRing, or fooliſhralking,. 
| Eyb. 2.4. in no lyers, &c. (hall have part in the bleſſed i 


N 2 ftunce, therefore to be mindfnl of that Royall LA 


6 „ | 
r uld be done unto» 
2 . 71 dolng What we wo | 


&# And thls is che ſum of that meſſige God hath (of 
. upon, wherein may be obſerved, how V. P. pt 
oppoſite to the Goſpel Letter and Practiſe: ther 
T am to conclude, That there is no Goſpel Pl, 
Tyths, nor any forced Maintenance for Miniſts 
the Goſpel, 
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